TOP SEVEN REASONS
STUDENTS DO NOT APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
(AND WHY THEY SHOULD)

I’'m afraid my G.P.A. is not high enough.

Most scholarships do not require a 4.0 GPA. Scholarships that do not have a minimum grade point average (GPA)
eligibility criteria, usually require a 3.0 or 3.5. Some do not include the grade point average (GPA) as an eligibility
criteria at all. Scholarships can be based on your interest in a particular career or academic major, the community
you live in, your activities, or other criteria. THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

My parents make too much money.

Some scholarships are based on need or financial aid eligibility, but there are many MERIT-BASED scholarships
which are not based on yours or your parents’ incomes or assets—they are based on your own academic
achievements and promise for future success.

| don’t know where to look for scholarships.

You can find Information on scholarships at your library in the reference section, published in books at the
bookstore, on flyers hanging in your college counselor’s office or the scholarship office at your local college, by
calling or visiting local businesses, women'’s clubs, and Chambers of Commerce, and checking with your parents’
employers and organizations they belong to.

I don’t have the time to look for scholarships or fill out applications.

Time is money, and in this case money well-spent. If it takes you a total of 10 hours to look for scholarship
opportunities, complete and mail applications, and you receive only one $500 scholarship you have made $50 per
hour—more than most of us make at our jobs!

| can’t write a good essay.

Writing an essay, especially if it is about yourself, is very difficult. In most cases, this is how a scholarship
committee gets to know you so you need to represent yourself in a positive manner without boasting. After you
have drafted an essay and you feel comfortable with it, have several people read it over for grammar, style , and
content. You might leave out something about yourself that someone else believes is important, or you might be
including something that does not seem relevant to the scholarship competition. Don’t be embarrassed to ask for
advice from teachers, relatives, or friends. Sample essays are available in the C.S.U. Northridge University
Scholarship Office.

I’m embarrassed to ask people to recommend me.

This is also a difficult task. The people you ask to write a letter should know you well and believe that you will be
successful in college and in your future career. This is an opportunity to develop a relationship with a teacher or
community member that may serve you as a mentor and to recommend you for college admission, scholarships,
internships, education abroad, and jobs. You should start talking to them now, seeking their advice on what
colleges you should consider, what majors and careers there are that suit your interests, talents, and abilities, etc.
Ask them how they got where they are, what strengths or experiences served them best, and other questions to
start a dialogue. Think of how you will feel someday when someone thinks enough of you to ask you to write them a
letter of recommendation. Most people feel honored to be asked.

I don’t feel worthy of a scholarship.

We are all worthy of the opportunity to learn and grow, and to contribute the best we can to our community and
society-at-large. Scholarships provide us that opportunity, and those who give the funds for scholarships recognize
the benefit that will come to their communities, businesses, and country. SCHOLARSHIPS ARE NOT A
HANDOUT—THEY ARE AN INVESTMENT IN HUMAN RESOURCES AND IN AMERICA’'S FUTURE



